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Fall OSBA Conference, November 3rd, 2012 

Register On-Line or Use the Form Below 

See page 4 for Class Details 

Ohio Department of Agriculture  

8995 East Main St. 

Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068 
 

REGISTRATION FEES 

$15.00 Pre-Registration for OSBA members 

$20.00 for Non Pre-registration  

$  5.00 for spouse and children under 18 of OSBA 
members with family membership  

$30.00 for non-members 

 

Pre-ordered lunches are $8.00. 

Limited lunches will be available for walkïin registrants 

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
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As most of you already know, Dana Stahlman re-
signed as president on Sept 13.  During his time in 
office, OSBA experienced a broader public awareness 
of its mission, with the development of a robust quar-
terly newsletter, improved communication between 
OSBA local beekeeping clubs throughout the state as 
well as several other programs.  We all wish Dana the 
best and thank him for all his hard work. 
 
In order to continue to be a leading beekeeping organ-
ization, we now need to focus our attention toward the 
future and OSBA needs your support in order to carry 
out our mission.  It takes many volunteers with com-
mitment to accomplish our goals.  We already have 
the expertise; we need volunteers to help along the 
way.  This includes volunteers at the local grass root 
level that will help at the regional and state level as 
well. 
 
Next year we look forward to the continuation and im-
provement of the Master Beekeeper Program.  
There were several great suggestions for improve-
ment at the recent board of directors meeting and the 
master beekeeper committee is working to construct a 
more definite outline of criteria required, give better 
direction to classes offered and help the instructors 
with topics to be covered.   
 
Much discussion was heard during the board meeting 
about the Ohio Queen Initiative.  Local and regional 
stock is important to the success of Ohio beekeepers. 
This program has huge potential not only in Ohio but 
working with adjoining states.  Many surrounding 
states already have these types of programs in exist-
ence and have indicated their interest in working with 
us.   
 
Over the years OSBA has been involved with several 
of these particular programs only to see them start 
and stop according to the current administrations 
goals and directions.  This program is vital to Ohio 
beekeepers and cannot be accomplished during any 
one administration.   That being said, OSBA will now 
focus its support toward a separate program.  One 
that is independent of any administration.  Actually the 
only change will be in the administration of the pro-
gram, not the function.  Everything is already in place.  
We have the same great committee and the same 
goals. You will hear much more on this, so stay tuned. 
 

As part of a grant, (thanks to John Grafton, Joe Ko-
valeski, Ron Hoopes and Bob Hooker) Tim Arheit, our 
webmaster now has the funds to completely renovate 
our website.  Another part of the grant has provided 
the resources to make a number of videos that will 
shortly be in place on the website.  They cover a num-
ber of instructional topics and a wide range of infor-
mation.  Hopefully, now that the season is winding 
down, Tim will be able devote some time to this big 
task.     
 
Make sure you mark your calendar for the fall meeting 
to be held in Columbus on November 3rd.  See our 
website for location and directions.  Our Guest speaker 
will be Danny Slabaugh from Indiana.  Danny has been 
featured in American Bee Journal, is past president of 
Michiana Beekeepers Association and has been guest 
speaker at HAS and many other bee meetings.  You 
will enjoy his down to earth approach of keeping bees.  
Additionally, we have 16 other breakout sessions.  All 
except the beginning beekeeper series are approved 
for the master beekeeper program.  When you pre-
register on-line it helps in our planning and you'll save 
five bucks as well over the late registration/walk-in fee.  
 
Many dedicated members attended the September 29th 
board of directors meeting.  I would like to take this 
time to thank each of them.  Their hard work is a driv-
ing force and is what keeps OSBA going.  The minutes 
will be on line soon, please take advantage and review 
them.   
 
In closing, I would also like to mention Terry Lieberman 
Smith and thank her for all the hard work she does as 
Editor of our newsletter.   
 
Hope to see all of you at the fall meeting. 

President's Letter 

John George 
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OSBA Mission 

The Ohio State Beekeepers Association serves beekeepers in Ohio and is associated with other 
organizations who have an interest in beekeeping. 

¶ Provide our membership with current beekeeping information and represent them when 
beekeeping issues arise in Columbus and at the Department of Agriculture. 

¶ Provide our membership with a quarterly newsletter and yearly beekeeping calendar. 

¶ Provide our members with OSBA discounts to major beekeeping magazines. 

¶ Provide two educational meetings a year (summer and fall). 

¶ Support other beekeeping organizations in the state of Ohio by providing speakers, and 
publishing information about their activities in our newsletter. 

¶ Support the 4-H project in Ohio.  Any 4-H member working on a beekeeping project can 

get on our mailing list for our newsletter.  Some OSBA members also serve as mentors to 
these young people. 

¶ Support our Ohio State University bee programs ð research and extension.  

 

OSBA is a member of the Ohio Farm Bureau and works with them to promote beekeeping in Ohio. 

Ohio Beekeeping is the official publication of the Ohio State Beekeepers Association. Annual subscrip-
tions are included with membership in OSBA. Send news about your bees and your experiences, as well 
as your corrections, letters, comments, photographs and stories, interviews, and added requests to: 

Terry Lieberman Smith, PO Box 24181, Dayton, OH 45424  

Or e-mail: osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com. 

The Specialty Crop Block GrantðBeekeeping has entered the final stages. The grant saw a number of set backs 
as it progressed, however in the end the intended goals have been met. 
 
The financial obligation of OSBA was met through the volunteer efforts of John Grafton, Jim Tew, Ron Hoopes, 
Bob Hooker, Joe Kovaleski and Sherry Ferrell.  Their efforts produced a plan for the overall grant, two queen pro-
ducer workshops, an improved OSBA website, and guidance throughout the project. Jim and John have been 
working this past summer developing a series of videos and power points that will be accessible via the OSBA 
website. 
 
The Ohio Produce Growers and Market Association (OPGMA) administrators of the grant will have a final report 
prepared for submission to the Ohio Department of Agriculture in January 2013. 
 
Stay tuned and watch for an announcement as to when and how you will be able to access the videos on the web-
site. 

Specialty Crop Block Grant Update 

John Grafton 
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ψ:00 ï 9:00 Registration (coffee, orange juice, pastries) 

9:00 ï 9:30 Presidents Welcome & Introductions & Election of Officers Voting, and Beekeeper of the Year 

presentation 

9:30 ï 10:00 Jim Thompson to announce new members into the Beekeepers Hall of Fame  

10:00 ï 10:30 Mr. Danny Slabaugh Key Note Speaker 

10:30 ï 10:45 Break (Visit the vendors) 

 
 
10:45 ï 11:30 Break-out Session I 

A. Beginning Beekeeping Terry Eddy 

B. Reading Your Hives, Part 1 Bill Starrett 

C. Raising Your Own Queens Danny Slabaugh 

D. Marketing  Your Honey Isaac & Jayne Barnes 

 
11:30 ï 11:45 Break (Visit the Vendors) 
 
11:45 ï 12:30 Break-out Session II     

A. Beginning Beekeeping, spring into Summer Terry Lieberman Smith 

B. Reading Your Hives, Part 2 Bill Starrett 

C. The Importance of Using Northern Queens Danny Slabaugh 

D. ODA requirements for selling honey Lowell Lufkin, ODA 

 
12:30 ï 1:15 Lunch 
 
 1:15 ï 2:00 Break-out Session III 

A. Beginning Beekeeping, Fall into Winter Alex Zomchek 

B. Getting Ready for Spring  Joe Kovaleski  

C. Top Bar Hives,  Part I Equipment Mike Bakan 

D. Preparing Honey and Products for Show Carmen Conrad 

 
2:00 ï 2:15 Break (Visit the Vendors) 
 
2:15 ï 3:00 Break-out Session IV 

A. Top Bar Hives, Part II, Management Mike Bakan 

B. Controlling Pest of the Hive John Grafton  

C. Nucôs for backup Tim Arheit 

D. Soap Making Dave Duncan 

 

3:15 ï 3:45 Closing remarks, drawings and results of elections and business meeting 

 

Vendors listð- see back page! 

 

OSBA FALL PROGRAM 

AGENDA 
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Danny Slabaugh   

 

My beekeeping started some 20 years ago when I 
read that if I pollinate the apple blossoms with bees 
the fruit will be bigger and rounder. So as most bee-
havers do, you start with having the intensions of just 
owning one hive.  That hive survived after all the daily 
and then weekly inspections I gave them, this fascina-
tion about nature was the start of many life changing 
adventures I could share with you. 
 
The wood working and carpenter day jobs I have had 
in my past worked well for me in making my own 
equipment to keep the cost down as my hobby kept 
expanding to todayôs 40 some pollination and honey 
producing hives and the 90+ five frame nucs that I 
care for. The last five years most of my beekeeping 
has turned to producing and selling northern Indiana 
overwintered nucs in the spring time with queens that I 
grafted the summer before.  
 
After the nucs sell out of the boxes they become 
queen rearing boxes for 3 months in the summer. 
Then they are reset to overwintered nucs for the next 
season. I have also developed a bee candy that is 
sold nationally in brick form, this started after I made 
23 pound candy boards that are inverted on top of the 
brood chamber in the late fall as and insurance policy 
for the hives that would survive the winter and then die 
of starvation in February and March. 
 
I have a small business selling supplies to fellow bee-
keepers and doing custom extracting in a state in-
spected honey room, I will tell you there is never a 
lack of things to learn and do around 9 bee yards that 
are scattered around a 20 mile radius. My joy and re-
wards come from watching first and second year bee-
keepers get excited about caring for bees in their own 
area.  Contact Danny at: dslabaugh@embarqmail.com 
 
Joe Kovaleski 
 
Joe has been keeping bees for 19 years.  This all 
started out as a Boy Scout Beekeeping Merit Badge 
project with his younger son and two hives. Joe teach-
es beekeeping to boy scouts, girl scouts and 4H.  He 
also does presentations for schools, garden clubs, 
and other beekeeping organizations. 
 
Joe is an EAS Master Beekeeper, West Virginia Mas-

ter Beekeeper, Ohio Master Beekeeper, EAS director 
for Ohio, and Ohio State 2008 Beekeeper of the Year. 
 
Joe, along with his wife Suzan, produce beeswax can-
dles and honey for sale at many fairs and festivals, 
and have won many best of show and blue ribbons in 
honey and molded wax contests, to recently include 
the 2012 EAS Bee Culture Magazine Award for Bees-
wax, and the 2012 West Virginia State Beekeepers 
Best of Show Awards for Comb Honey, Extracted Hon-
ey, and Beeswax. 
 
Joe is currently the Crossroads Region director for the 
Ohio State Beekeepers Assoc.  Joe is part of the new 
Ohio Queen Initiative, and also a member of the West 
Virginia Queen Producers Assoc., raising queens in 
the northern panhandle.   Contact Joe at:  Josephko-
valeski@sbcglobal.net  
 
Mike Bakan 
 
Mike Bakan was born and raised in Dayton, Ohio 
where he now works as a computer engineer.  During 
a storm a hollow tree fell in his yard containing a bee-
hive.  Shortly after he read an article about top bar 
hives that sparked his interest in keeping bees. Two 
years ago Mike and his wife, Deedra, took a beginner 
beekeeping class offered by Greene County Parks and 
Trails. They started with one Top Bar hive and 3 Lang-
stroth Hives. They now have 6 Langstroth hives and 2 
Top Bar Hives. In addition to keeping bees they pro-
duce maple syrup in the early spring.  Contact Mike at:  
mike.bakan@zoomtown.com  
 
Terry Eddy 
 
Terry has been a beekeeper in Central Ohio for many 
years starting with two hives and currently manages 18
-20 hives throughout Central Ohio. 
 
Important areas of beekeeping include grafting queens 
to be mite resistant with the emphasis on overwinter-
ing. Another area of importance is the overwintering of 
nucs to be available for sale in the spring. 
 
Terry has been a leader in the bee yard owned and 
operated by the Central Ohio Beekeepers Association 
(COBA). He was Vice President and is current Presi-
dent of COBA and a speaker for the COBA bee 
school.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Meet Your OSBA Fall Conference Instructors 

 

mailto:dslabaugh@embarqmail.com
mailto:Josephkovaleski@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Josephkovaleski@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mike.bakan@zoomtown.com


Ohio Beekeeping  Page 6 

 

He was a presenter at the Tri-County Beekeepers 
meetings in Wooster in 2011 and 2012 and the 2012 
OSBA Summer Meeting. 
 
Terry is also enrolled in the Master Beekeeping Pro-
gram offered by the Ohio State Beekeepers Associa-
tion. 
 
Bill Starrett 
 
Although his first exposure to bees was during a base-
ball game when a swarm passed through, he has 
been keeping bees since 1964. He served 14 years 
as Greene County Bee Inspector, and am an active 
member of Greene County Beekeepers Association. 
He has taught beekeeping classes for Greene County 
Parks & Trails for the past 15 years. Bill recently 
earned the designation of  OSBA Certified Master 
Beekeeper Instructor.  Contact Bill at : billthebee-
man@att.net  
 
Isaac and Jayne Barnes 
 
Isaac and Jayne Barnes of Honeyrun Farm have been 
beekeeping for 9 years, and currently keep 250 hives 
near their farm in Williamsport, Ohio. 
 
They sell seasonal and infused honey, handcrafted 
soap made with honey and beeswax, beeswax can-
dles, and bee pollen.  In 2011, Isaac quit his job as a 
teacher so he could focus his energy on beekeeping 
full-time, and has thoroughly enjoyed the venture. 
They sell their products at Columbus farmer's mar-
kets, online, and through a variety of retail outlets 
such as Whole Foods, The Greener Grocer, Green 
Bean Delivery and several other area markets.  Their 
website is www.honeyrunfarm.com. 
 
Carmen Conrad 
 
Carmen married into beekeeping 25 years ago and 
now works around 75 hives with her husband Bar-
ry.  She has won blue ribbons at county, state and 
national honey competitions, "Winning Best of Show" 
of all honey entries at the OSF honey show this year. 
Since becoming a honey show judge she has judged 
many shows, including Warren Co. Fair, Picway Co. 
Fair, Lorraine Co. Fair and the Circleville Pumpkin 
Show.  Contact Carmen at: 
 carmen@hiveandhoney.com 
 

Meet Your Instructors (Continued from page 5) John Grafton 
 
John retired from the Ohio Department of Agriculture in 
2008 after spending 32 years with the apiary inspection 
program. He started keeping bees in 1964 with a 4-H 
project and has had bees ever since. 
 
Two of the awards John has received are the OSBA 
Ohio Beekeeper of the year award and the Exceptional 
Service Award presented by the Apiary Inspectors of 
America. John has held various offices in OSBA and is 
a past president of the organization. He is currently 
working with Jim Tew to develop a series of videos for 
the beginning beekeeper. John and his wife Katie re-
side near Bloomingdale, Oh in Jefferson county with 
their children Amanda and Clinton nearby. 
 
Terry Lieberman-Smith 
 
Terry has been involved with beekeeping for the past 
eight years.  She is active with two local bee associa-
tions as newsletter editor and Board member, has 
worked with local municipalities to develop bee-friendly 
zoning, and is an assistant instructor in a multi-week 
beekeeping class through a County Parks program.  
Terry enjoys spending time in the apiary, and plans to 
focus on some new apiary adventures next year.  Con-
tact Terry at : smithfarmpurehoney@woh.rr.com 
 
Alex Zomchek 
 
While the President of a consulting business for data 
intensive projects during the day, Alex transforms into 
a beekeeper outside of work.   He has been managing 
his own hives since the age of twelve.  He is committed 
to public awareness and education concerning the im-
portance of beekeeping  in todayôs block crop farming 
society.   
 
He sits on several beekeeping boards, is a Honey 
Judge at the Butler County Fair, and is a popular guest 
lecturer in the Greater Cincinnati area.  He has a hard 
time saying ñnoò when it comes to educating the public!   
 
Alex currently runs an active honey bee research pro-
gram at Miami University's Ecology Research Center  
He is also an OSBA Master Beekeeper Instructor   
Contact Alex at:  azomchea@miamioh.edu or Ohio-
Honey@woh.rr.com.  

(Continued on page 19) 

mailto:billthebeeman@att.net
mailto:billthebeeman@att.net
http://www.honeyrunfarm.com
mailto:carmen@hiveandhoney.com
mailto:smithfarmpurehoney@woh.rr.com
mailto:azomchea@miamioh.edu
mailto:OhioHoney@woh.rr.com
mailto:OhioHoney@woh.rr.com
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OSBA Fun at the Ohio State Fair 

Beekeeping was once again represented at the Ohio 
state fair in 2012!  Not only was honey, judging rein-
stated, but also OSBA put together an exciting multi-
day beekeeping program under the 60x 100 foot 
tent. 
 
OSBA would like to thank Dana Stahlman, John 
George, and Nina Bagley for their tireless work to 
make this first year back successful and memorable.  
Also, thanks goes to the Ohio Exposition Committee 
and The Ohio State Fair for inviting beekeeping  
back the state level. 
 
Twice a day, beekeepers amazed the crowd by 
ñputting onò a bee beard.  Great thanks goes out to 
our bee beard demonstrators: Barry Conrad, John 
Lennon, Mike Albaugh, Arnold Crabtree, John Chad-
well, Jim Tippie, Bob Markowski, Ray Alley, John 
Chapman, and the American Honey Queen Alyssa 
Fine .  The demonstrators sat in a netted area.  Vol-
unteers poured skeps of bees over the brave 
bearders.  This was one of the most popular photo 
ops in the tent. 
 
Alyssa Fine, American Honey Queen, also 
showed the crowd how to incorporate honey 
into their diet by demonstrating some easy to 
make recipes that use honey as a sweetener.. 
 
Many local associations also had educational 
tables at the fair. Visitors to the tent were able 
to ask beekeepers about bees and beekeeping. 
Vendors sold honey and other related bee 
products.   
 
Nina Bagley provided the bee-hole games and 
the bee cutout that was used for photo-ops.  
Nina also worked with a Oakland Nursery , a 
local company, to provide bee friendly plants on 
display in the apiary in the tent.  She also lined 
up Dennis Lamb, who donated his trailer so 
that we could safely store items each night. 
 
On display in the tent, were assorted educa-
tional tables along with a display board that 
contain brochures about all the clubs in each 
OSBA region,  This display was quite popular 
with fairgoers.  ODA also had a display table. 

Jim Thompson, OSBA Member and author of ñA 
Handbook for Honey Judges and Beekeepers Exhibit-
ing Hive Productsò, judged all the honey entries at the 
fair.  This was the first time in many years that bee-
keepers across the state of the Ohio could have their 
honey judged at the state level. Many entries were 
received not only for hive products, but also for baked 
goods using honey as the sole sweetener.  OSBA 
would like to thank all the participants who helped 
support honey judgingôs first year back at the Ohio 
State Fair by entering their hive products. 
 
If you missed out on all the exciting events this year, 
donôt worry. Next year is just around the corner.  
Come to the OSBA fall meeting and take Carmen 
Conradôs class in how to enter honey products at the 
fair! 

http://www.kelleybees.com/
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Welcome to the OSBA Fair Tent at the Ohio State Fair 2012 

Dana Stahlman, photographer 

OSBA Apiary Display 

Ohio Honey Queen Alyssa Fine 

Display Map of Regions and Clubs  

 

Display Board with Local 

Association Info 


