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 Tri-County Beekeepers Association, Inc.  

is hosting its 38
h
 Annual Spring Beekeeping Workshop on March 4-5 at the OARDC 

in Wooster. There will be educational classes geared for beginners and experienced 
beekeepers. There will also be workshops throughout the day for children, as well as a 
hands-on activity room. 

Registration Fees: 

$45 for TCBA Members 

$50 for non-members 

$5 for Youths under 17 

$12.50 for Turkey Hot Lunch 

$8.75 for Boxed Lunch 

 

Friday evening: 

Special Class Sessions from 7:00ð8:00 p.m., followed by refreshments:  

 

§ TBD 

§ Introduction to BeekeepingðRalph C. May Jr. 

 

Saturday: 

Key Note Speaker: Dan OôHanlon 

Topic: Diagnosing a Dead-Out 

 
Workshop Topics Include: 
 

¶ Varroa Mite and the Viruses They Spread 
¶ Medical Uses for Hive Products 
¶ Beeswax Cleaning and Processing 
¶ Urban vs. Rural Beekeepingï The Proof is In 
¶ Apitherapy 
¶ Chemical Free Beekeeping 
¶ Cooking with Honey 
¶ Propolis Cleaning and Processing  
¶ Chemical Treatments, When and Why  
¶ Mead Making 

 
Reminder:  There will be no walk-in registration 

 
Cooking With Honey Competition with prizes totaling $800 to be awarded. 

 
For more information: 

educationcommittee@tricountybeekeepers.org 

wŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ 
h{.!  

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇτ 
hƴ-ƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴ 
ǇŀƎŜ осΗ 

mailto:educationcommittee@tricountybeekeepers.org
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Annette BIrt Clarkï OSBA Secretary 
 
Annette is a five year urban beekeeper with back yard 
hives and a rooftop apiary on a commercial building in 
Cleveland.  She has transformed an empty city lot into a 
monarch and pollinator garden to promote local aware-
ness. She brings knowledge and experience from areas 
of hospitality, property management, non-profit and retail 
banking.   She and her husband, Mike, have three grown 
children, 3 laying hens and a big brown dog named 
"Bach".  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michele Colopyï OSBA Treasurer 
 
Michele Colopy has been the 
Program Director of the Polli-
nator Stewardship Council 
since March 2013. Her father 
was a beekeeper in southeast 
Ohio. She keeps honey bees 
in the city, and has replaced 
her crabgrass front yard with 
pesticide-free pollinator flowers for her honey bees and 
native pollinators. Ms. Colopy holds a Masterôs degree in 
Nonprofit Management/Arts Administration, and a Mas-
terôs in Higher Education Administration from The Univer-
sity of Akron.  She is also a Board member of the Medina 
County Beekeepers Association.   

OSBA Welcomes New Executive Officers 

 

May we suggest email delivery of your next newsletter?  The newsletter you are reading cost $1.70 to print and mail.  
Bee ñgreenò and sign up for email delivery. You will receive your electronic version weeks before the printed copy ar-
rives at your home.  Plus, you will have a full color version with hyperlinks to our vendors.   

Please email osbanewseditor@woh.rr.com to change your delivery to email. 

Gifts for a Lifetime of Learning 

Make sure to keep the beekeeping buzzing along 
year round with these great gift ideas that you can 
purchase on-line or at the OSBA Booths at confer-
ences - save $$ on shipping and handling: 

PMembership (or renewal) to OSBA 

PBeekeeping Training DVD set  

POSBA Logowear 

 

And remember: Gift certificates 
from our advertisers are appro-
priate year-round!  

The following beekeepers have shown their 
support of OSBA by becoming Life Member.  
Life Membership consists of a one-time pay-
ment to OSBA of $200. 

 Craig Campbell 
Patricia Hale 
Cynthia Kline 
William Riccio 

Bruce Wetmore 
Ron Zickefoose 

New OSBA Life Members 
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In 2015, The Save the Honey Bee License plate rolled off the assembly line and onto the cars of enthusiastic beekeep-
ers and people who are interested in supporting honey bees.  After almost two years worth of effort by Paul Lane and 
OSBA, the long road of paperwork, signatures, appearances before the House and Senate, and much public support, 
the plates are arriving through the mail to smiling beekeepers.  Not only will this plate help bring public awareness to the 
importance of honey bees and beekeepers, it will also provide funding for OSBA projects relating to research, education 
and outreach.  One project with multiple benefits, thanks to a team effort. 
 
Want to order one for yourself?  Just go to www.oplates.com when you renew your plates.  Under specialty plates it is 
listed as ñOhio Beekeepersò. What will your plate say? 

Now Available- The Save The Honey Bee License Plate  

OSBA will continue its New Beekeeper Outreach Program in 2016.  All students enrolled in Beginner Beekeeping Clas-
ses supported by local associations will receive a Welcome Packet from OSBA   This packet consists of a pocket note-
pad, pen, and educational materials.  Once the instructor sends OSBA the names and contact information from the stu-
dents, the students will receive a complimentary membership to OSBA.  For one full year, these new-bees will receive 
electronic communications (including the newsletter) from OSBA, along with member discounts. 
 
If your class is not listed on pages 8-9, please contact OSBA Secretary, Annette Birt Clark at Secre-
tary@OhioStateBeekeepers.org  or  PO Box 110952  Cleveland, OH 44111-9998, to add your club to our mailing list for 
New Beekeeper Welcome Packets.  

OSBA Outreach to New Beekeeper Classes-  

Added Value for Your New Students in 2016 

mailto:Secretary@OhioStateBeekeepers.org
mailto:Secretary@OhioStateBeekeepers.org
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OSBA 4-H Partnership Update 

Mike Doseck 

OSBA, in cooperation with Ohioôs 4H organization, will 
again this year offer a scholarship program to those 
young people enrolled within the 4H program.  This pro-
gram is sponsored by the Ohio State Beekeepers Associ-
ation (OSBA).  ñThe Ohio State Beekeepers Association 
supports new young beekeepers through our 4H Partner-
ship Program.  We realize 
that success of a new bee-
keeper is not reliant on the 
work of the student and 
money alone but by the 
effort of the partnership.  
Thus, the 4H Partnership 
Program encourages par-
ticipation of the guardian, 
4H adviser, local associa-
tion and mentor.ò  This 
year there will be five 
scholarships offered to 4H 
members who exhibit su-
perior knowledge and a 
genuine interest in bee-
keeping. 
 
The OSBA 4-H Partnership Committee has updated the 
program for 2016, and the updates are available at:  
www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/. The committee members 
include: Tim Arheit, Mike Doseck, Terry Lieberman-
Smith, Dan OôCallaghan, Marishka Wile and Alex Zom-
chek. 
 
Each of the scholarship winners will receive woodenware 
for two complete medium ten frame hives, along with oth-

er supportive educational material and memberships.  
The web site will also provide information for those inter-
ested in participating in the scholarship program forms 
that must be completed by the student, the studentôs par-
ent, advisor, and the association President.  
 

This program is an ex-
cellent opportunity for 
local associations to 
have exposure in their 
community, giving their 
community an under-
standing of the value 
our associations and 
clubs offer and the im-
portance that our bees 
have in our environ-
ment.  Also, more im-
portantly, this is an op-
portunity to attract the 
next generation of bee-
keepers and help 
groom them as bee-

keepers rather than as bee-havers.  The young beekeep-
ers hold the future of beekeeping in their hive tools.  
 
Last yearôs scholarship winners were present at our Fall 
Conference and had an exhibit showing their beekeeping 
project.  The following photo was taken by Tricia Ontrop 
at the Conference when the 4H scholarship winners were 
introduced at our annual meeting.  The winners, from left 
to right are: Luke Ontrop, Jacob Shuman, India Bradford, 
Elizabeth Love, and Ethan Friend 

Beekeeper of the YearðPaul Lane 

The OSBA 2015 Beekeeper of the Year award winner is beekeeper Paul 
Lane.  He was selected to win this award due to his dedication and drive 
to ensure that Ohio lawmakers enacted a Save The Honey Bee license plate. 

Since the projectôs inception, Paul was the leading force behind acquiring sig-
natures and keeping in contact with lawmakers to complete this important pro-
ject.  Thanks to his work, the Save The Honey Bee license plate is now availa-
ble to proudly display on your car.  His work in 2013-2015 will have impact on 
future research, outreach and educational projects. 

Congratulations goes out to Paul on being selected as the 2015 OSBA Bee-
keeper of the Year. 

Pictured at right:  OSBA Vice-President Terry Lieberman-Smith presenting the 
award to Paul Lane 

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
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Louise Adkins 

Dawn Arheit 

Annette Birt Clark 

Tina Bobeck 

Michele Colopy 

David Crawford 

Marie Crawford 

Don Crock 

Mike DeVaughn 

Mike Doseck 

Peggy Garnes 

Zale Maxwell 

Marc Smith 

Larry Potter, and family 

Shawn Powers 

Tom Rathbun 

Mike Soboleski 

Jerry Wilson 

Dwight Wilson 

Susan Valentine Cooper 

Marishka Wile 

 

Thanks to the Following Volunteers at the OSBA Fall Conference 

On behalf of the Ohio State Beekeeping Association and beekeepers from across the state,  OSBA would like to thank 
the volunteers at the OSBA Fall Conference. We are very fortunate to have a dedicated group of volunteers to ensure 
the event's success. 

OSBA Fall Conference  

Guest Speaker 

Kent Williams 

OSBA Fall Conference 

 Guest Speaker 

Dr. Tom Seeley 
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Just a Few Highlights from the  

OSBA Fall Conference 

Dr. Reed Johnson 

Michele Colopy  

Christie Welch 

OSU Beelab Team 

Honey Judge- Jim Thompson 
and the Honey Entries 

Alex Zomchek 
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Beekeeping Classes Aboundð Find One Near You! 

  Athens County Beekeepers 
Athens County Beginner Class will be held February 13th.  
For more details visit: athensbeekeepers.org . 

 
Central Ohio Beekeepers 

The 4 session Beginner Class has either Tuesday 
(starting on Feb 16) or Wednesday (starting on Feb 17) 
classes. for $70.  Another option is the all day Beekeep-
ing Class will be held on March 12 for $80.  All classes 
are held at Waterman Farms, Carmack Rd, Columbus, 
OH.  For more info:  www.centralohiobeekeepers.org . 
 

Coshocton County Beekeepers 
CCBAôs Beginner Beekeeping Class is on Saturday Feb-
ruary 20 from 9-4 p.m.  For more information, visit their 

website at: , www.coshoctonbeekeepers.com . 
 

East Central Ohio Beekeepers 
ECOBA one-day bee schools run from 9-5 p.m. Jan 23, 
Jan 30, Feb 6 and Feb 20.  An ECOBA membership, 
workbook, and handout materials are included in the 
$75.00 fee. For more info, contact: info@e-coba.org . 
 

Greater Cleveland Beekeepers Association 
This 4 session class starts February 3 at the Rocky River 
Nature Center in North Olmstead from 7-9 p.m.   For 
more info:  www.greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com/ . 
 

Greater Grand Lakes Beekeepers Association 
On February 13th, from 7 a.m.- 4 p.m.  they will be host-
ing another Beginning Beekeeping Class, which will be 
held in Celina at the Richardson-Bretz Memorial Building, 
behind the public library.  The cost of the class is $40.00 
for preregistrations received prior to February 5 .and the 
cost on the day of the event will be $45.00.  The class is 
limited to 30 people.  Included in the fees, the participant 
will receive a copy of Dr. Connorôs book ñBee Essentialsò 
and a yearôs membership to GGLBA.  Door prizes after 
the class and refreshments during the breaks.  Reserva-
tions and payments can be sent to Mark Watercutter, 
1980 Fleetfoot Road, St. Henry, Ohio  45883. 

 
Greene County Beekeepers 

This multi-week ourse which covers everything from api-
ary location to seasonal management. Thursdays starting 
on , Jan 28. from 7-8:30 p.m.  $40 for Greene County 
Residents, $50 for non-residents.  Students can partici-
pate in a bulk equipment order, and will receive 1 year 
membership to GCBA and OSBA.  
 www.gcbeekeepers.com . 

Guernsey-Noble Beekeepers 
Learn the basics of beekeeping, pollination and mainte-
nance of your Apiary.  You will learn what equipment is 
needed, how to handle honey bees, problems for our bee 
population and resources from our local bee club to assist 
you in getting started. Instructor Don Crock, is the Past 
President of Guernsey Noble Beekeepers and Bee In-
spector for Noble County. 
 
There will be two sessions in the beginnerôs beekeepers 
class.  There will be a 5 hour classroom session on Satur-
day, February 6, from 9 am to 2 pm and a 3 hour class on
-site session at Don Crockôs apiary on March 26

th
 from 11 

am to 2 pm.  The classroom will also be held at Don 
Crockôs house. The class is $35.00 which includes book, 
membership to the Guernsey Noble Beekeepers Associa-
tion and other incidentals. 
 
To enroll: please send an email to Don Crock at don-
crock@yahoo.com.  Please include your phone number 
and email.  Or call Don at 740-581-1883.  

 
Knox County Beekeepers 

KCBA will again offer their annual Beginner Beekeeping 
Classes on Feb 13 (Beginner One), and March 12 
(Beginner Two). Cost will be $40 per class.  See http://
www.knoxbees.com/ for details. 
 

 

Lorain County Beekeepers 
LCBAôs Beginner Class includes class instruction starts in 
March.  For more details visit their website: 
www.loraincountybeekeepers.org/ . 

 

Maumee Valley Beekeepers 
The Maumee Valley Beekeepers will be holding a 2 part 
beginning beekeepers class on Jan 21 and Feb 17 start-
ing at 7:00 pm held at the Wildwood Environmental Acad-
emy.  Check their facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/Maumee-Valley-Bee-Keepers-
Association-151553878221074/?fref=nf . 
 

Medina County Beekeepers 
Cost: $75.00 per person or $100 for a family. Fees in-
cludes MCBA membership for one year, 1 book, and 12 
hours of instruction. There will be outside demonstrations, 
as weather permits. Pre-reservation is required. To re-
serve your slot go to: www.medinabeekeepers.com.  
Monday Evenings ï 6:30 a.m. - 9:30 pm 

(Continued on page 9) 

http://athensbeekeepers.org
http://www.centralohiobeekeepers.org
http://www.coshoctonbeekeepers.com
mailto:info@e-coba.org
http://www.greaterclevelandbeekeepers.com/
http://www.gcbeekeepers.com
mailto:doncrock@yahoo.com
mailto:doncrock@yahoo.com
http://www.knoxbees.com/
http://www.knoxbees.com/
http://www.loraincountybeekeepers.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Maumee-Valley-Bee-Keepers-Association-151553878221074/?fref=nf
http://www.facebook.com/Maumee-Valley-Bee-Keepers-Association-151553878221074/?fref=nf
http://www.medinabeekeepers.com
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The Beginnersô class will be held on Monday evenings 
from on  Feb 29th, March 7th, 14th, 28th . The class in-
cludes a best-selling text book by Kim Flottum, one year 
membership in Medina County Beekeepers Association 
and 12 hours of instruction. 
 
Weekend Class: Saturday Feb 6 and Sunday Feb 7 
These sessions will be held in the Medina County Library. 
The Saturday session runs from 9 -5 and Sunday from 1-5 
p.m. 
 
Intermediate Class: Saturday, March 19, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Only $100 per person for the one day session. 
 

Miami Valley Beekeepers 
This two session class is on February 6 and 13 and runs 
from 9-4 p.m. at Brukner Nature Center in Troy, OH.  Reg-
istration is $55.  Contact Brukner Nature Center to regis-
ter:  www.bruknernaturecenter.com/ 

 

Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association 
The Northwest Ohio Beekeepers Association will hold a 
Beginning Beekeepers Workshop from 9:00 am to 4:00 
pm, Saturday,  February 13th , at the OSU Campus in the 
Science Building, in Lima, OH. Registration is from 8:30 
am to 9:00 am. 
 
Topics covered will include basic honey bee biology, races 
of bees, package bees versus nucs, and where to get 
bees, how to start a hive, new and used equipment, keep-
ing bees in a residential setting, feeding, inspections, 
swarm control, disease and pest management, producing 
honey and other hive products, and over wintering.  Infor-
mation on package bees, nuc and equipment vendors will 
be available at the workshop. 
 
The cost is $30 and includes membership to The North-
west Ohio Beekeepers Association, OSBA and a book.  
To register, call Dwight Wilson at 419-722-1953 or Tim 
Arheit at 720.476.0030 . 
 

Sandusky River Valley Beekeepers 
Beginner Classes will be held on April 2 and 9 from noon 
to 5 p.m. For more information call: 419.603.1749 or see 
their website:  www.srvbeekeeping.com/ . 

 

Scioto Valley Beekeepers 
The class is comprised of three sessions held on consecu-
tive Wednesday evenings, April 13, 20 and 27, 2016 in the 
community room of the Circleville Fire Department, 596 N. 
Court St. Each class is from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. At least 
one additional class will be held in their bee yard. Cost is 
$50 and includes the book, handouts, a one-year mem-
bership in Scioto Valley Beekeepers and a one-year mem-
bership in our state organization, the Ohio State Beekeep-

ers Association. Due to the size of the room, registration is 
limited to the first 25 families that register.The class has 
filled up before April each of the past 5 years. For more 
information, email sciotovalleybeekeepers@yahoo.com, or 
contact David Crawford at 740.477.2393. 

  

Stark County 
The one day class is February 21st at the Stark Park Ex-
ploration Gateway.  Time and details will be announced 

soon.  Visit their website for more details. 
 

Summit County 

Class is held on 5 consecutive Wednesdays (Jan 13, 20, 
27 and Feb 3 and 10) from 7pm-9pm at the Summit Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. Class will cover basic honey bee biology, 
getting started with honey bees, equipment, diseases of 
the honeybee , plants and trees beneficial for honey bees, 
fundamentals of hive management, harvesting your crop 
and preparing for winter. The club has many hands on 
activities planned throughout the year to help you grow as 

a beekeeper. 
 
Class fee: $80 (individual) or $100 family (payable upon 
registration).  Includes the class, a beginnerôs beekeeping 
book, and a 1 year membership in the Summit Co. Bee-
keepers Assoc. Those who attend will receive a raffle tick-
et for a drawing of a $75 gift certificate to help you begin 
beekeeping.  www.summitbeekeepers.com . 
 

Trumbull County Beekeepers Association 
TCBA will be holding beginning bee classes the second 
Sunday of the month at Ag Center, 520 West Main St. 
at  2pm. Jan, Feb and March in classroom, April thru sum-
mer will be in bee yards. Contact Lee Summerlin for more 
information. Newbees and old bees welcome!!!   For more 
information, or to register, call  (330 718 2786). 

 

Warren County Beekeepers Association 
Warren County Beekeepersô class is on Saturday, January 
23 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Greenacres Education Offices 
8221 Spooky Hollow Road in  Cincinnati OH. 
 
Preregistration deadline is January 17th. Class begins at 
9:00 and ends by 1:00 p.m.  Cost is $20 per individual, or 
$25 per family and includes annual membership in WCBA. 
 
For more information, or to reserve your spot, call 
513.570.4246. 
 

Urban Beekeepers of Central Ohio 
UBCO is planning a Beginner Bee Class on February 27.  
Check their Facebook page for details: 
www.facebook.com/groups/629509607177176/ . 
 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

http://www.bruknernaturecenter.com/
http://www.srvbeekeeping.com/
http://www.summitbeekeepers.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/629509607177176/
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Introducing the New OSBA Master Beekeeping Program Chairperson 

Hello everyone,  

Iôm Mike Soboleski, the new Chairman of the Master 
Beekeeping Committee. I am thankful for the opportunity 
to oversee this program. I hope to put as much passion 
into this as I do with my bees.  

I started beekeeping about seven years ago, with the 
basic two-hive concept. My interests in beekeeping and 
hive management have continued to grow over the 
years; this past year I managed 65 hives. I am married, 
to a honey of a wife, Penny. We have five grown sons; 
currently, none live at home, but you never know when 
that might change. With your help, I hope to make this 
program an effective tool for all beekeepers in Ohio. We 
just launched a Facebook page for all current OSBA 
master beekeepers. It is a private page, so you need to  

 

ask to join. This forum is also an avenue to field ques-
tions, post updates and reminders of anything dealing 
with Ohio beekeeping.  

Until the next time we ñclusterò, 

Mike 

 

For more information about the self-paced OSBA Master 
Beekeeper Program, visit our website at: 

www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/master-
beekeeper-program/ 

http://www.medivet.ca/
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/master-beekeeper-program/
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/resources/master-beekeeper-program/
http://www.simpsonsbeesupply.com/
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OSBA Oasis Pollinator Blend Seeds Donated for Display Garden 

During 2015, OSBA worked with Ohio Prairie Nursery to develop a 
pollinator seed blend for urban/suburban gardens.  This blend, 
Ohio Pollinator Oasis, became available for purchase during the 
4th quarter of 2015.  This blend has become a popular item on the 
Ohio Prairie Nursery website.  A portion of the sales is returned to 
OSBA for re-investment into educational projects. 
 
Kim Flottum, Editor of Bee Culture Magazine, contacted OSBA 
about donating some of the Ohio Pollinator Oasis Blend for one of 
the display gardens at A.I. Root.   
 
Pictured at right is Michele Colopy, OSBA Treasurer presenting 
Kim Flottum with enough seeds for a 1/4 acre plot. 
 
To order the Ohio Pollinator Oasis for your garden (or your friends 
and neighbors gardens), yard, visit: www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/
ohio-pollinator-oasis-seed-packet/ 

GRO1000 Grassroot Grants Now Available Through ScottsMiracle-Gro  

ScottsMiracle-Gro is dedicating grant funding and pollina-
tor education resources to help establish and enhance 
pollinator gardens in 2016. GRO1000 showcase grant 
awards will provide monetary grants, product donations 
and educational resources to cities across the U.S. The 
Pollinator Stewardship Council and Ohio State Beekeep-
ers are working together to encourage local groups to 
apply for the GRO1000 grant funds.  

Last year OSBA helped coordinate grants for Brukner 
Nature Center/Miami Valley Beekeepers, and Pollinator 

Stewardship Council helped Squire Valleevue Farm, and 
Bikes, Bees and Butterflies with the grants. 
  
This year, 50 of the GRO1000 Grassroots Grants will be 
awarded to community organizations looking to create 
pollinator gardens. Got a great project?  As a 501c3 or-
ganization, OSBA can work as fiscal agent if you are con-
sidering applying for this grant.  For more information 
about the grant, visit: http://scottsmiraclegro.com/
corporate-responsibility/gro1000/. 

http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/ohio-pollinator-oasis-seed-packet/
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/ohio-pollinator-oasis-seed-packet/
http://scottsmiraclegro.com/corporate-responsibility/gro1000/
http://scottsmiraclegro.com/corporate-responsibility/gro1000/
mailto:sales@ernstseed.com
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Has it been only two seasons since ODOT District 9 
planted the habitat sites along SR 207 in Ross County?  
See what came up last spring!  How amazing it was to 
see the thriving bees, butterflies, and birds in an area that 
was only recently lawn.  But today, all is asleep and 
ODOT is preparing, just as you may be, for the New 
Year. 

And ODOT has lots of pro-
jects in the works for 2016!!   

Many of you are aware of the 
National Strategy to Promote 
the Health of Honey Bees 
and Other Pollinators Report 
produced by the White 
House Pollinator Health Task Force issued on May 19, 
2015.  If you arenôt, please Google it.  In this Report you 
will see 3 ñoverarching goalsò:  1) To reduce Honey Bee 
colony overwintering losses to no more than 15% within 
10 years; 2) To increase Eastern population of Monarch 
Butterflies to 225 million occupying an area of approxi-
mately 15 acres in the overwintering grounds in Mexico 
by 2020; and 3) To restore or enhance 7 million acres of 
land for pollinators over the next 5 years through Federal 
actions and public/private partnerships.   

What does this mean for Ohio?  
Letôs do the math and letôs use 
only 48 of the 50 states.  Seven 
million acres divided by 48 means 
that each State needs to consider 
restoration of about 145,834 acres.  
In Ohio, with 88 counties, this 
translates to a commitment of 
1,658 acres dedicated to habitat in 
each county.   

How do we intend to address this need?  In addition 
to installations of multiple acres of native plantings such 
as those now at the Ross, Darke, and Fairfield county 
sites, ODOT has a sunflower program of 30.4 cumulative 
acres planned in five of our 12 districts with two more 
districts joining in the near future.  Thatôs more than half 
the stateôs districts now involved!   

Most encouraging is ODOTôs recent partnership with the 
Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative (OPHI), comprised of 
multiple government agencies and volunteer organiza-
tions such as the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR), US Fish and Wildlife (FWS), and Pheasants 
Forever among others.  Habitat is currently being estab-
lished statewide over a few hundred acres.  However, as 
encouraging as this is, we are barely making a dent in 

Ohioôs goal of 145,834 acres.  Thatôs where ODOTôs 
mowing habits come into play. 

Although ODOT does not have a firm policy in place to 
reduce mowing along roadsides, ODOT Highway Man-
agement is considering mowing back in areas beyond the 
roadway ditch line only once in late fall.  This would allow 
plants to complete their growth cycle and promote native 
habitat in addition to reducing mowing costs.   

ODOTôs first priority is the safety of the driving pub-
lic. While remaining true to this mission, there are 
areas where once a year mow back would be acceptable, 
appropriate, and environmentally preferable. 

That is where you come in.  In order to further these en-
deavors to promote the welfare of bees and butterflies, 
please show your support!  Let your government repre-
sentatives know of your concern about bee and butterfly 
conservation and your enthusi-
asm towards ODOTôs environ-
mentally responsible actions.  And 
if you donôt agree, thatôs ok too, 
because all dialogue is important.   

This year, letôs promise ourselves 

to become more informed and 

take a stand for our natural world.  

Join ODOT in this New Yearôs Resolution.  Letôs do our 

part together towards ñSaving Ohioôs Pollinatorsò!!!  

ODOTôs New Yearôs Resolution ï ñSaving Ohioôs Pollinatorsò 

Dianne Kahal-Berman 

http://www.mdasplitter.com/


Volume 4, Issue 4   Page 13 

 

 Varroa Mite Management Survey  

The survey included in this newsletter is part of an Ohio State research project exploring varroa mite management in 
Ohio. We are interested to learn what methods you currently use to control mites, as well as your past experience with 
other mite control methods. Your answers will help advance research on varroa mites here in the Midwest. You can fill 

out the paper survey included in the newsletter, or take it online at: http://go.osu.edu/varroa_survey.  

This is the same survey that was included in the welcome packet at the OSBA meeting this fall (the yellow sheet 
of paper). If you already filled out the survey at OSBA please don't take it again - but please do pass it along to 

your beekeeper friends!  
If you would like to receive future updates about the project or if you have any questions, contact Hannah Whitehead at 
whitehead.152@osu.edu  
For questions about your rights as a participant in this study or to discuss other study-related concerns or complaints 
with someone who is not part of the research team, you may contact: Ms. Sandra Meadows in the Office of Responsible 
Research Practices at 1-800-678-6251.  
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OSBA is a non-profit organization with a mission to promote beekeeping in the state of Ohio.  OSBA has a Board of 
Directors made up of 23 voting members. Eighteen of these members represent each of the nine regions of Ohio.  
They are the people who represent the membership and your region in all votes taken by the OSBA board regarding 
business of OSBA.  You need to get to know your representatives. 
 
The duties of the Director as listed by the Constitution: 
 
The elected director will work with the beekeepers and local beekeeping associations and clubs in their respective 
regions to promote and implement the purposes of the OSBA within their regions. The Directors shall work to foster 
cooperation and collaboration between the local beekeeping associations and clubs in their respective regions. The 
directors shall have such other duties as assigned by the president or the board of directors. The directors shall at-
tend all board of directors meetings with right of voice and vote on any matter brought before the board of directors. 
The directors shall report regularly to the Board of Directors regarding activities within their region. 
 
The duties of the Appointed Representatives as listed by the Constitution: 
 
The Regional Representative(s) nominated and confirmed pursuant to Article XI, A. & B. shall have voice and vote as 
full members of the Board of Directors. They shall serve a 1 year term commencing with the date of the first Board of 
Directorsô meeting in January and concluding on December 31st of the same year. 

 
Representatives will be nominated at the upcoming January OSBA Board meeting. 

Director 

Tom Rathbun 

Representative 

To be Nominated 

Director  

Dwight Wilson 

Representative 

To be Nominated 

Director 

Dwight Wells 

Representative 
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Director 

Alex Zomchek 

Representative 

To be Nominated 

Director 

Richard Manley 

Representative 

To be Nominated 

Director 

Joe Kovaleski 

Representative 

To be Nominated 

Director 

Michael DeVaughn 

Representative 
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Director 

Marishka Wile 
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Directors 

Larry Potter 
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What is OSBA 
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Nosema Testing Results from the OSBA Fall Conference 
Reed Johnson, Rodney Richardson and Chia Lin 

Thanks to everyone that brought in bees for Nosema test-
ing at the OSBA Fall Conference in Plain City!  Eighteen 
beekeepers from around Ohio, Indiana and Michigan de-
livered bee samples for microscopic Nosema detection. 
We asked beekeepers to identify one weak and one 
strong colony in an apiary and to brush bees off the inner 
cover of those colonies into separate jars filled with rub-
bing alcohol.   
 
The Ohio State Bee Lab team spent the day grinding up 
bee abdomens and counting Nosema spores under the 
microscope to deliver results to beekeepers before the 
end of the meeting.  The microscopic method is a relative-
ly quick and effective method for determining whether a 
colony has a Nosema infection and can be used to decide 
whether treatment with fumagillin, the only apicultural drug 
registered for Nosema, is warranted. This approach does 
not distinguish between the two different species of Nose-
ma -- Nosema apis and Nosema ceranae -- that are pre-
sent in bees. 
 
We detected Nosema spores in bees provided by 14 of 
the 18 participating beekeepers and 19 of the 34 colonies 
sampled.  This confirms what we already knew -- Nosema 
is everywhere and is present in many colonies and nearly 
all apiaries.  Both weak and strong colonies harbored 
some level of Nosema infection.  However, of the colonies 
that did have detectable Nosema infections, only 4 had 
more than 1 million spores per bee -- the threshold for 
fumagillin treatment -- and those 4 colonies were all cate-
gorized as ñweakò by beekeepers (Figure 1).  While the 
number of colonies tested was small, there appeared to 
be a relationship between colony weakness in the fall and 
a high level of Nosema infection. 
 
Only one of the 18 beekeepers had used fumagillin, so it 
is difficult to make any conclusions about the effect of this 
drug.  It is interesting to note that one of this beekeeperôs 
colonies still had detectable Nosema spores in despite the 
drug treatment. 
 
Testing for Nosema spores isnôt any more difficult than a 
high school biology lab (we followed the University of Min-
nesota protocol https://www.beelab.umn.edu/sites/
beelab.umn.edu/files/cfans_asset_317468.pdf)  Testing 
does require a decent compound microscope capable of 
400x magnification, a quality hemocytometer and that 
most precious of all resources: time.  Our team spent 
about 15-20 minutes processing each sample on top of 
whatever time beekeepers spent collecting the bees.  Of 
course, given the cost of fumagillin treatment (~$5 per 
hive), the time may be well spent if treatment of healthy 
hives can be avoided.   

Should beekeepers be treating with fumagillin at 
all?  Fumagillin, like the vast majority of drugs, carries with 
it unwanted side-effects.  In our lab we are looking at the 
effect fumagillin has in suppressing the beesô immune sys-
tem and potentially making treated colonies more suscep-
tible to other bee diseases.  There is also new research 
out of Canada demonstrating that other components of 
formulated fumagillin products (DHC) may shorten the 
lifespan of bees. 
 
Yet there is no doubt that fumagillin is effective at control-
ling Nosema and colonies suffering from serious Nosema 
infections can benefit from treatment.  As such, the best 
course of action is to measure Nosema spore loads and 
treat colonies crossing the 1 million spores per bee thresh-
old.  A decent alternative, if spore counts cannot be made, 
may be to only treat the weakest colonies -- in our survey 
approximately 25% of the ñweakò colonies had Nosema 
levels that would warrant fumagillin treatment. 

 
Figure 1. Summary of nosema spore counts from 34 
strong and weak colonies submitted by Ohio beekeep-
ers.  The threshold for treatment with fumagillin is 1 million 
spores per bee. 
 

 
Microscopic image of Nosema spores (red arrows) taken 
under a compound microscope at 400X magnifica-
tion.  This colony had a very serious Nosema infection 
with 11 million spores per bee. 
 

(Continued on page 18) 

https://www.beelab.umn.edu/sites/beelab.umn.edu/files/cfans_asset_317468.pdf
https://www.beelab.umn.edu/sites/beelab.umn.edu/files/cfans_asset_317468.pdf


Page 18  Ohio Beekeeping 

 

OSU Bee Lab team processing bee samples and count-
ing Nosema spores at the OSBA Fall Conference.  Front 
to back: Maurice Scaloppi, Natalie Riusech, Hannah 
Whitehead, Alison Sankey and Rodney Richardson. 

 
OSU Bee Lab at the OSBA Fall Conference.  Left to right: 
Chia Lin, Michael Wransky (back), Natalie Riusech, Doug 
Sponsler (back), Reed Johnson, Rodney Richardson, 
and Randy Howell. 

(Continued from page 17) 

In 2014, a new nonprofit organization was formed to support a bid to bring the Apimondia Congress to the United 
States. Apimondia is the world beekeeping organization. A team of U.S. state and national beekeepers felt this would be 
a great opportunity for the beekeepers around the globe to see American beekeeping operations, and for US beekeep-
ers to experience a Global Beekeeping Congress.   OSBA donated $1,000 to help support this educational opportunity. 
 
Most of you know, that we did not win the bid. However, the team was still very positive about the experience, and en-
couraged about bidding in a future year. The team had wonderful interactions with beekeepers from around the world; 
however, in the end, many of us believed ñgeopolitical interactionsò outside of our control led to our narrow loss of the 
bid.  
 
Read more at: http://pollinatorstewardship.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Dec.-11-2015-newsltr-APIMONDIA-with-
addl-names-after-publication.pdf. 

Update on Apimondia USA Bid 2019 

Every Spring, many County Soil and Water Conservation Departments participate in tree 
sales. They offer a variety of conifers, shrubs, and deciduous trees for a great price. 
These ñwhipsò vary in age from 1-3 years of age and 8-28 inches in height. Not only are 
many of these trees and shrubs pollinator friendly, but many would also work double-
duty as future windbreaks for your apiary.  

Selections includes: American Arborvitae, Chokecherry (not to be used near cattle or 
sheep), Red Osier Dogwood, American Cranberry, Sugar Maple and Tulip Poplar. If you 
have a hard time making up your mind, they offer different variety packs that will meet 
your needs.  

Most Soil and Water District sales end by the beginning of March, so donôt delay on checking out their order forms.  

Budget Friendly Pollinator Plantings  
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Anyone who has been a successful beekeeper for more 
than 20 years knows that beekeeping has become a 
challenging enterprise.  The days when a hive could exist 
unattended behind the barn for years without human in-
tervention are gone because of changes that have oc-
curred in agriculture and new pests and diseases.  One 
must not only be knowledgeable about bees, beekeeping 
equipment, and colony management, but one must also 
be a honey bee veterinarian. That makes the learning 
curve for becoming a beekeeper a significant commit-
ment in time and study.  Only with an ongoing thirst for 
knowledge will most people become successful bee 
ñkeepersò rather than bee ñhavers.ò 
 
The current plight of the honey bee has caused a surge 
of interest in becoming beekeepers so beekeeping clas-
ses have become quite popular, offered by individuals, 
beekeeper clubs, and parks and recreation departments.  
Because not all beginning beekeeping courses are creat-
ed equal the purpose of this article is to review the curric-
ulum considerations of a thorough beginning beekeeping 
class.  
 
Because there are six or seven general topics that a 
good beekeeping class will cover and even then will only 
be scratching the surface of the topic, it follows that a one 
day class, no matter how well done, is inadequate to fully 
prepare people to become beekeepers.  The general top-
ics I would identify are:  1) Getting Prepared and Getting 
Bees, 2) Getting Equipment and Apiary Set Up, 3) Pests, 
Diseases, and Treatment, 4) Colony Activities, 5) Colony 
Management, 6) Harvesting Bee Products, and 7) Suc-
cessful Wintering. 
 
Getting Prepared and Getting Bees 
Since people know that honey bees are stinging insects, 
they may not be aware that bees can be successfully 
kept in urban and suburban areas subject to zoning regu-
lations and other neighborhood considerations.  Such a 
location requires special thought to avoid becoming a 
public nuisance and proper liability insurance may be 
necessary, similar to having liability insurance to cover 
dog bites.  Attention must be given to the physical loca-
tion of the hives, the flight path of the bees entering and 
leaving the hive, and whether their flight paths will inter-
fere with normal human and animal movement. 
 
Most people unfamiliar with beekeeping probably have 
no idea how to acquire honey bees, that they can be pur-
chased by the pound or as nucleus hives, and that they 
may be shipped by mail.  Some will know that swarms 
are complete colonies and can be picked up in the spring 
for free.  Only a few will be aware that existing hives can 

be split with the split being supplied with a queen to make 
two hives, and even fewer will have access to this meth-
od.  Whatever method to acquire bees is used, people 
need to know the bees must be ordered well in advance 
of when they are needed as well as the specifics of 
where and how to order the bees.  
 
Getting Equipment and Apiary Set Up 
Nothing is more perplexing than a bee supply catalog in 
the hands of a person unfamiliar with beekeeping.  Some 
things are absolutely essential and others are unneces-
sary or optional.  Discerning which is which can be diffi-
cult.  A good beekeeping class will differentiate and rec-
ommend the optimum configuration of a hive in the cli-
mate where it will be kept, whether deeps, mediums, or a 
combination. Making sense of the different type of frames 
and foundation can be over whelming. 
 
Used equipment poses another hazard to the beginner.  
Many people have access to empty equipment from 
someone who quit keeping bees, often free or very inex-
pensive.  If those bees died from American Foulbrood 
then this ñfreeò equipment is not a bargain.  Beginners 
should be taught about proper sterilization techniques, 
what to keep and what to replace.  Purchasing an estab-
lished hive is also fraught with liabilities and cautions:  
the value, physical condition of the woodenware and 
combs, temperament of the bees, use of chemical medi-
cations which may contaminate the combs, age of the 
queen, disease history if any, etc.  Beginners simply are 
not capable of assessing all these considerations accu-
rately without assistance.  Even being taught about them 
doesnôt adequately equip beginners to understand the 
significance of some of them. 
 
Not all properties allow for setting hives where they get 
the morning sun or provide shade in the heat of the day.  
While that is desirable, it is not absolutely necessary and 
beginners need help to determine what is the best hive 
placement in their own situation.  Elevated hives may be 
helpful to avoid skunk predation even in urban locations, 
and providing a source of water is a fundamental for eve-
ry apiary.   
 
Pests, Diseases, and Treatment 
Perhaps nothing changes as quickly as available treat-
ments for pests and diseases unless it is the discovery of 
new pests and diseases themselves.  A knowledge of 
each pest and disease, its symptoms, characteristics, 
identity, and how it is spread is essential to establishing 
an effective prevention or treatment program.  New prod-
ucts for treating each hit the market each year but their 

(Continued on page 20) 

Beginning Beekeeping Classes:  Curriculum Considerations 
Bill Starrett 
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efficacy is often yet to be determined by use, and proper 
timing of their use is important for them to be most effec-
tive.   Beginning beekeepers are in dire need of clubs with 
experienced mentors when it comes to identifying their 
pest or disease and determining what remedy should be 
pursued.  Thorough understanding the most frequently 
encountered pests and diseases will serve beginners well. 
 
Colony Activities and Colony Management 
A working knowledge of honeybee behavior is essential to 
successful beekeeping.  The age and glandular develop-
ment of individual bees determines the activities each bee 
will perform in the colony and in conjunction with all its 
hive mates.  All the activities of all the bees together make 
up the colony characteristics and determine colony behav-
ior.  The beekeeperôs activities must allow the bees to do 
what they do best at the time they best can do it, which 
means the beekeeper must not interfere with beesô natural 
instincts but he should manipulate the hive in such a man-
ner that it assists rather than hinders the colony activities.  
Timing of everything the beekeeper does is of utmost im-
portance or his efforts are wasted and the results are less 
than what they should be.  Beekeepers must have a prop-
er understanding of individual bee function and its role in 
colony activities or the beekeeping experience will be less 
than optimum.  When to add additional supers, removing 
honey, use of queen excluders, symptoms of swarm prep-
aration, queenlessness, laying workers, replacing combs, 
robbing, feeding, medicating, splitting hives, requeening, 
and swarm prevention are among the many topics for con-
sideration. 
 
Recent research is beginning to confirm that chemical 
combinations are often more toxic to honeybees and na-
tive pollinators than any one pesticide is by itself.  Tension 
has always existed between beekeepers and agricultural 
endeavors which utilize pesticides since pesticides be-
came routine in agriculture.  But now the synergistic effect 
of non-pesticide chemicals adds a new dimension to bee 
survival and possible contamination of honey and other 
hive products of which beginners need to be appraised.  
This may affect where they decide to locate their hives 
and may prevent them from keeping bees at all. 
 
Harvesting Bee Products 
For most beginners honey is the primary hive product of 
interest.  Their questions usually revolve around how to 
remove it, when to remove it, how much to remove, how 
much to leave, and how to store it.  The answers to some 
of those questions are determined by what kind of honey 
they want to produce, extracted or comb, and what kind of 
hive configuration they have set up.  The physical hive 
configuration they begin with must take into consideration 
the kind of honey they intend to produce so set up deci-
sions must include instruction on types of honey to be pro-

duced. Of course extracted honey requires additional 
equipment that is not necessary when producing comb 
honey and comb honey has shelf life and unique storage 
considerations.  Preventing crystallization and handling 
crystallized honey should be dealt with and packaging and 
labeling of honey that is sold must also be discussed. 
 
Successful Wintering 
Wintering bees successfully has always been dependent 
upon healthy bees (absence of disease), adequate food 
reserves, and proper ventilation. That is still true today but 
the emphasis has changed due to the arrival of varroa 
destructor.  Healthy bees now includes mite infestation 
kept at low levels so that it is healthy bees that raise the 
healthy bees which will overwinter.  Mite levels must be 
reduced during middle to late summer (in Ohio) before 
winter bees are produced beginning in late August.  That 
assures the hive of a large population of uninfected adult 
bees and the absence of the many viruses that varroa de-
structor vectors. 
 
A large population of healthy bees is also aided by having 
a young queen during the winter bee production period.  
Any queen that has been through a spring buildup is con-
sidered an old queen.  Her egg laying capacity is less in 
the spring, she reduces egg laying earlier in the fall, and 
she is twice as likely to swarm out in the spring than a 
young queen.  Requeening is a recommended preparation 
for successful wintering. 
 
Starvation is generally due to beekeeper mismanagement.  
Either too much honey is harvested, or the beekeeper 
doesnôt check how much honey is in the brood boxes be-
fore removing honey for himself.   It is imperative that the 
beesô needs be met first before the beekeeper takes any.  
Sometimes the colony is too weak to collect a crop during 
the main honey flow and they build up on it instead.  Then 
it has a large population to feed when no nectar is availa-
ble.  Sometimes a dearth prevents adequate nectar from 
developing at all.  Both require supplemental feeding 
which is the beekeeperôs responsibility.   
 
An upper entrance during the winter allows the moist air 
given off from consumed honey to escape without con-
densing above the cluster, then dripping on the bees kill-
ing them.  Insulation above and/or around the colony both 
protects the bees from the wind and helps them conserve 
the heat they generate reducing the amount of honey that 
is consumed to create heat to maintain cluster tempera-
tures. 
 
Lastly, entrance reducers and mouse guards help reduce 
cold drafts and keep out mice.  With luck beginners will 
have live colonies in the spring to begin their second sea-
son. 

(Continued from page 19) 
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USDA Begins Surveys to Assess Honey Bee Colony Health: News Re-

lease from USDA 

OSBA has received quite a few questions from local associations as to when they can 
join OSBA Affiliate Program.  , Earlier this year we filed the appropriate paperwork with 
the IRS, using the Greater Grand Lakes Association as the first club to test the waters.  
We are now awaiting word from the IRS. 

So what is the OSBA Affiliate Program?  We have worked to design the OSBA Affiliate 
Program to help local associations reduce operating costs so that local associations can 
focus their funds on beekeeper education and outreach.   Our new program will offer lo-
cal association liability insurance that clubs can purchase at a reduced rate, the OSBA 
501c3 umbrella, and free webhosting.  Not only will your association save money, but 
donors to your group will be able to receive a charitable donation deduction. 

The small fee to join become an affiliate will be easily offset by the financial savings and 
other benefits.  As the program grows, more benefits will be added as we receive input 
from participants. 

OSBA Affiliate Program UpdateðOSBA Helping to Support Local As-

sociations 

The U.S. Department of Agricultureôs National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) is reaching out to beekeepers 
and farmers across the nation in December 2015 and 
January 2016 to gather information on the number and 
health of honey bee colonies, honey production and 
stocks, and the cost to farmers of pollination services. 
 
The surveys will be used to develop baseline data and 
additional goal metrics for winter, summer, and total an-
nual colony loss in support of the National Strategy to 
Promote the Health of Honey Bees and Other Pollinators. 
Among its goals, the Strategy aims to reduce honey bee 
colony losses during winter to no more than 15% within 
10 years. 
 
ñThese new data will be crucial to measuring and under-
standing the current state of the pollinator industry in the 
United States,ò said NASS Administrator Joseph Reilly. 
ñHoney beekeepers are encouraged to participate in the 
surveys so that policy makers have a robust data source 
to make informed decisions and protect our struggling 
pollinators.ò 
 
Pollinators are critical to the nationôs economy, food secu-
rity, and environmental health. Honey bee pollination 
alone adds more than $15 billion in value to agricultural 
crops each year, and helps ensure that our diets include 

ample fruits, nuts, and vegetables. This tremendously 
valuable service is provided to society by honey bees, 
native bees and other insect pollinators, birds, and bats. 
But pollinators are struggling. Last year, beekeepers re-
ported losing about 40% of honey bee colonies, threaten-
ing the viability of their livelihoods and the essential polli-
nation services their bees provide to agriculture. 
 
Beekeepers should expect to receive two surveys from 
NASS. They will receive the existing Bee and Honey In-
quiry, which surveys beekeepers about honey production, 
price, and stocks, but not colony health. NASS will contin-
ue to conduct that survey, the results of which are slated 
for release in March 2016, and which are archived at 
www.nass.usda.gov. Beekeepers will also receive a new 
survey from NASS, which the agency will use to publish 
state-level estimates on key topics, including number of 
colonies, colonies lost, colonies added, and colonies af-
fected by certain stressors. The first results of these sur-
veys will be published in May 2016. 
 
 
As is the case with all NASS surveys, information provid-
ed by respondents is confidential by law.  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/index.php
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http://www.queenrightcolonies.com/

